Wilmington youth discovers that his hard work computes

It’s set up now in the dining room of his house on

® Dec. 24, 2000 West Third Street,
osé Rosa could have made a smart remark, José is a fifth-grader at Anna P. Mote Elemen-
like lots of kids do. tary School — about the same age Steve Woz-
Instead, he made a smart decision. DELAWARE niak was when his passion for math and

electronics steered him to the path that
eventually made him the founder of
Apple Computers.

Nobody is saying José is another
Wozniak. But plenty of people see a
spark in the boy that, if encouraged,
could ignite something special.

Villanueva saw it as soon as he

And other kids took note.

José volunteered to help new in-
structor Steve Villanueva with a com-
puter program at the Latin American
Community Center in Wilmington.

He didn't know where that deci-
sion would lead. He didn't do it to get
anything. He just did it because, well,

> he wanted to. He started his job as the community cen-
[ “It’s just in me,” he said with ashrug. ¥ == ter’s computer instructor a few months
And that’s how the 10-vear-old Hilltop Beth er ago.
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kid learned how to build a computer by him- “He was asking for one volunteer to help

self. him,” José said. “No one wanted to do it. So I said,
And got to take it home. Tlldoit."” The News Journal/WILLIAM BRETZGER
For free. And the connection clicked. José Rosa, 10, assembles a computer at the Latin American

And for keeps. See JOURNAL — A5 Community Center. He often helps instructor Steve Villanueva.
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“I had a problem with a cou-
ple computers and he said, ‘1
know how to do that,” ” Vil-
lanueva recalled. “And I said,
“Are you serious? I asked if he
‘would like to take the computer
apart and build it, and he said,
‘Tcan’tdo that.””

' Ah, but he could do that and
~much more — if he followed the
‘areful instructions Villanueva
“gave him.

“He was determined,” Vil-
“Janueva said. “T've had kids stay
with it for a couple days, but
they don’t come back. They
don’t want to deal with scripts
they have to write or with com-
mands.”

José just got busy And ear-
dier this month he built a com-
‘puter from scratch, formatted
it, installed an operating sys-
-tem and some software and
cranked it up.

Now other kids at the center

Sometimes the consequences
cost a lot more than whatever
you got. I'd rather sweat for the
little bit I've got. I know 1
worked for that.”

José expects his mom to be
strict with him and said things
turn out better when she is.

“Most of the time, home is
strict,” he said. “If it's strict,
then I do better. If it’s not, I get
in trouble.”

Vazquez has her GED and
hopes to go back to school, but
for now her kids’ needs come
first. She supports them by
working as a database specialist
for Discover Bank.

Computer opportunities
Kids like José who do well in
math and technology have op-

portunities their parents never
dreamed about.

For example, USA Today re-
cently reported that a 17-year-
old Connecticut girl won a
$100,000 scholarship in a sci-
ence and technology competi-
tion this month. And Intel has
awarded more than $4 million
in scholarships over the past
five years.

The opportunities José gets
will depend partly on the
choices he makes — and the
breaks he gets.

“There are people who will
help you,” Vazquez said, “but
you have to meet them
halfway.”

So when the school bell rings
at the end of the day, José
climbs onto bus 118 and heads

to the Latin American Commu-
nity Center. He can get in an
hour earlier and stay an hour
later because he is Villanueva’s
assistant.

He loves that distinction.
“This is a cool center;” he
said. “You learn more. You have
a lot of activities. You go places

and eat.”

And sometimes when you
make smart decisions, you
wind up with neat stuff.

“The only thing you have to
do is follow directions,” José
said. “Just do whatever they
say. It’s so simple.”

So simple a 10-year-old kid
could do it.

»Reach Beth Miller at (302) 324-2784,
bmiller@delawareonline.com or P.0. Box
15505, Wilmington DE 19850.

Lisa Vazquez says
her son José
Rosa, 10, likes to
impress people.
“He’s always say-
ing, ‘l can do this’
and ‘I can do
that’” He recently
built a computer

and was allowed

to take it home to
keep.

The News Journal/
WILLIAM BRETZGER




—

Now other kids at the center

- kids like Darnell Flowers and
"Antonio Chavez - have followed
‘his lead, said Gladys Coto, di-
rector of youth services.

“José is polite, well-man-
.nered and he’s doing well in

school,” she said. “He helps
“other kids. He’s a role model for
~them, and he motivates other
kids.”

Ask him how he did it and
his answer is quick and confi-

“dent, like most everything he
idoes,

“I studied,” he said. “You
“have to study real hard. He [Vil-

lanueva] tells you everything in
order. And it's easy.”

José follows Villanueva’s in-
structions carefully enough, but
like any 10-year-old, he doesn’t

~always do what he’s told.

His mom, Lisa Vazquez, and
his teacher at Mote, Maureen

Kania, both confirm that. But
they also see the special spark
in José.

“He is very industrious, very
energetic,” Kania said. “Once

in awhile he gets a little itchy

-and gets into a few things. But
he has so much potential. I hope

the can stay on the straight and
narrow and choose his friends
wisely”

Kania said José loves to
fwork hard - and even asks for
rextra work. Though he’s not in

her math class, he keeps tabs on
‘it

“He sometimes sees a paper
I'm giving to my math class and
he’ll say, ‘Can I do one? And I
just say, ‘Go ahead. Knock your-
self out,’ ” Kania said.

,.r'Followlng the rules .

Lisa Vazquez said her son
also likes baseball, soccer and
making her laugh with his imi-
tations of Jim Carrey and

“Austin Powers. She tries to
steer her son’s ambitions in the

‘right direction.

i “He likes to impress people,”
she said. “He’s always saying, ‘1
can do this’ and ‘I can do that.’
He wants to always be the first
one done. And he always tries to

-be better and better and better.”

~ Steering kids is a challenge,

and Vazquez, 30, is facing it as a
single parent. She and her four
children - Siedah, Julio, José
and Shyla - live in her father’s
home.

. Her children’s father was re-
‘Cently released from a federal
mn, she said, and now is in a
' ay house in Philadelphia.
the has kept in touch with him
use she knows he loves
itheir children. He calls every
sweek, she said, and warns them
snot to make the mistakes he
snade.
== “I tell them there are certain
ings you can do to get the
“éasy money,” Vazquez said.
: “But you have to pay for it.



